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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-3, and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Koga (U.S. 2002/0135172). 

Koga disclose a gas generator which is an ignition means comprising an igniter 
assembly (24) containing an igniter main body (24a) having an ignition portion to be 
ignited by an ignition electric current (from terminal 24d) and an igniter collar (2^b) in a 
generally cylindrical shape which wraps and holds the outside of the igniter main body 
(24a), and a cup body (26) loaded with a gas generating agent (28) inside and having 
an opening portion (where the cup 26 is attached with the holder 24b), wherein the 
igniter assembly (24) and the cup body (26) are connected such that at least the ignition 
portion of the igniter main body (24a) is wrapped in the cup body (26) and the ignition 
portion of the igniter main body 24a) and the gas generating agent (28) are in contact, 
and at least part of the exterior surface of the igniter collar (24b) and at least part of the 
exterior surface of the cup body (26) are connected and fastened from the outside by 
means of a tubular crinnp case (18). 

As to claims 2-3 and 7-8, Koga disclose a gas generator, wherein the lower end 
side (18b) of the opening circumferential edge portions of the crimp case installed from 
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the outside of the ignition collar and the cup body are bent inwardly, and. in the inside, 
the igniter collar (24b) and the cup body (26) are connected and fastened, wherein the 
igniter collar (24b) and the crimp case (18) are connected and fastened by pressing a 
flat surface portion of the igniter collar (24b) with the lower end side of a bent portion 
(18b) of the crimp case (18); wherein the cup body has a fragile portion in at least one 
of a closed end surface and a circumferential wall surface (column 2, lines 20-25); 
wherein the ignition main body and the cup body all accommodated in a housing (14) 
having a gas discharge port (14c) for inflating an airbag. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Koga in view of Yabuta et al (U.S. 6,718,884). 

Koga discloses every element of the invention as discussed above except the 
igniter main body and the igniter collar in a generally cylindrical shape are integrated by 
resin; and a means for preventing rotation of resin in the collar is arranged (see column 
3. lines (20-45). 

Yabuta et al teaches the invention wherein the igniter main body (32) and the 
igniter collar (40) in a generally cylindrical shape are integrated by resin (36). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the gas generator of Koga by using teaching of Yabuta 
et al in order to prevent the collar and the igniter assembly from being loose such that 
improving performance of the gas generator. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 4 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claihns. 

6. Claims 9-1 1 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Toan C. To whose telephone number is (571) 272-6677. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:00-5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Dickson can be reached on (571) 272-6669. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business pent^(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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